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EDITORIAL 


The Great Barrier 


Probably the greatest problem connected with 
modern aviation has had to do with crossing the 
sonic barrier and it was only as the strain and stress 
involved in supersonic flight was met, that the po- 
tentialities of jet powered planes have come into 
their own. 


In the life of the Christian there is also a barrier 
erected which must be successfully crossed if we are 
to enter into the fullness of Christian living. That 
barrier is indifference. 


We all experience, in varying degrees, the dead- 
ening eftect of apathy on our own lives. We know 
by experience that only too orten there is something 
which holds us back, precluding spiritual develop- 
ment and the living of a life which truly honors 
our Lord. Indifference stands between us and that 
which Christ would have us be. 


This is a matter for the deepest soul-searching. 
Are we not indifferent to the spiritual needs of 
others? Having the knowledge of the saving power 
ot the Lord Jesus Christ and the clear teachings of 
Gjod’s Word that He alone is the way to eternal 
lite, what but the deadening effect of indifference 
can keep us from shouting the glorious message of 
redemption trom the house tops? We smile toler- 
antly at those “uneducated and misguided enthusi- 
asts’’ who put up signs along the highways—‘‘Pre- 
PARE To Meet THy Gop’’—or who decorate their 
cars with tags which say—‘‘Jesus SaAves’’—but 
until we have done our best to make Him known as 
the living Saviour we stand condemned by our own 
indifference. 

Our indifference is also only too evident when 
we see the material needs of those less fortunate 
than ourselves and yet do nothing about it. As for- 
tunate as we are here in America, it is still a fact 
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that all around us there are people who need the 
help we alone can give, while across the world there 
are peoples suffering for want of even the barest 
necessities of life, food, clothing, and shelter. Our 

eneration is 0 re the government is looked 
as the reli f work. The more Christian 
way is for Christians to show their love and their 
concern in practical and material ways—not forced 
by taxation but spontaneously given because of love 
for our fellow men. 3 


Only too often we are indifferent to the difh- 
culties and sorrows of others. Whén we hear ot 
trouble which has befallen some one we know, ts 
there a sub-conscious feeling of self-congratulation 


genuine response in our hearts which finds expres- 
sion to them so that they will be aware of our love, 
svmpathy and willingness to help? 


C ssn we have been more fortunate or is there a 


It is not the object of this editorial to specify the 
multiplied ways in which we so often show an ap- 
palling indifference. But, there is a way by which 
this great barrier can be broken down. and it 1s a 
work of grace, whereby God's Holy Spirit enables 
us to look at men through the eyes of Christ, seeing 
their ‘need of Him as Saviour and also our own 
personal responsibility to hold out that loving hand 
of help which is’ needed all about us. 


Human determination has its place, but it takes 
the grace of the Living Christ in our hearts to en- 
able us to rise above and go beyond indifference to 
our own responsibilities and to the needs of others. 


“And he saw there was no man, and wondered 
that there was no intercessor.” —L.N.B. 


“| hereby. give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $_. 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Growing 


“Speaking the truth in love may grow up into 
Him.” Ephesians 4:15. 


I was in a home the other day where the parents 
were showing us a little baby. The father said; 
When he was born he weighed only five pounds, but 
he weighs thirteen and a half pounds now. 

We cxpect our children to grow, and we are ter- 
ribly disappointed and uneasy when they do not 
grow. We consult the doctor and seek a remedy. 
We expect their bodies to grow; we-expect their 
minds to develop, and watch fdr every new step they 
take and for every cute thing they do, and for the 
first word they speak, and the smiles which come 
on their faces. 


God expects His children to grow, and it “grieves 
Him at His heart” when they do not grow. He. has 


the right to expect growth, for He has given the 


“means of grace” which are a “means of growth”. He 

has provided in His Word a perfect formula for 
growth. Here we have food for our souls, containing 
all the “vitamins” which we need; milk, bread made 
of the “finest of the wheat,” strong meat, “honey out 
of the rock”. He gives us the privilege of Frayer 
through which we can surround ourselves with the 
wholesome atmosphere of heaven, and fill our souls 
with power from on high. He has called.us to as- 
semble ourselves together for worship and for fel- 
lowship so that we can grow strong. 


In the verse above, Paul is telling us two ways in 
which to grow; Truth and Love. 


Truth—the Truth of God—makes us Free so that 


we can grow; Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 


will make you free. Truth makes us Strong; strong 
tO resist temptation, to work, to endure hardness, to 
bear our burdens. Truth makes us Wise, wise unto 
salvation; wise with. the wisdom “which comes down 
from above”. Truth makes us grow Tall and Straight. 
like the forest pine, or the cedars of Lebanon. 


Love—the Love of Christ—makes our hearts 
Warm and Tender. It makes us sympathize (feel 
with) others, respond to their need for help. It makes 
us zealous in the work of God, constraining us to do 


things which the world calls “crazy”, like going to a - 


heathen land and dying for the Savior. 


We need both Truth and Love. ruth needs the 
tire of Love, and Love needs the steadying influence 
of Truth to keep it from becoming mere sentimen- 
tality. Truth needs a heart; Love needs backbone. 
a together make us grow into poems men; into 
Christ. 


Truth and Love were manifested in Him in a per- 
fect way. He spoke the Truth, even when it cut like 


a sword; He spoke with tears of compassion. 
—J.K-P. 


Some Teachings Of The Bible About 
SATAN 


The Christian life is one of continual warfare 
and it fully behooves the individual Christian to 
know all he can of the enemy he has to face and of 
the methods which he uses. 


Paul’s admonition to the Ephesian Christians is 
one which still holds good for today. Satan’s ac- 
tivities are modified and changed to make them 
most effective in every given age but they are basi- 
cally the same in each generation. 


First of all, it must be understood that Satan 
is not an evil influence: rather, he is a malignant 
personality, having great power and constantly’ ac- 
tive. 


“His Origin 


Without being dogmatic on a subject about which 
little is told us, nevertheless it seems certain that 
Satan is a fallen being, having been driven out from 
God’s presence because of a revolt against God and 
His authority. We are told that “he was a mur- 
derer from the beginnnig” and also that he “‘sinneth 
from the beginning.”’ 


What Of His Character? 


He is the embodiment of a lie, for, “There is no 


truth in him—he is a liar, and the father of it.” 


In other words, he is the very antithesis of the 


truth. 
His Power 


One has but to look at the world in which we 
live to realize that there is a malignant power 
aligned against all that is good and right. On three 
occasions our Lord called him the “prince of this 
world.” Jude says, “Michael, the arch-angel, when 
contending with the devil, he disputed about the 
body of Moses, durst not bring against him a: rail- 
ing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.” 
He is spoken of as the “god ci this age” by Paul, 
and today men, consciously, or unconsciously, are 
obeying him, unless they have given their lives and 
hearts to Christ. 


He is spoken of as the “Tempter” and his Greek 
name, Diabolos, means ‘Separator and Slanderer.”’ 
In Revelation he is spoken of as the “Accuser of the 
brethren” and in Job we see something of his cease- 
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less activities. Peter tells us: “Be sober, be vigilant ; 
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” His 
offer to our Lord in the wilderness—“‘all the king- 
doms of the world,” for one act of worship—was 
not an idle boast, and John tells us, “the whole 
world lieth in the evil one.” 


His Religion 


The devil has a system of religion, ranging from, 


the idolatry of pagan lands to the sophisticated in- 
telligentsia of our day who have, ‘‘a form of godli- 
ness, but deny the power thereof.’ He inspires and 


/~deludes men and enlists their fanatical zeal, as in 


the communist movement. He attacks and retreats 
and will compromise where compromise will gain 
his point. He will even compromise with nominal 
Christianity provided the atoning death and shed 
blood of our Lord is omitted. 


His Subjects 
\He has myriads of demons at his command and 
he also uses his own dupes to carry out his will. 
Men, whose minds he has blinded, “that the light 


of the Gospel - - should not dawn upon them,” are 
his agents for evil. 


His Methods 


These are varied, adapted to the situations he has 

to face. He snatches the Word of Truth from the 
minds and hearts of men, as the birds snatch up seed 
sown by the wayside. He instils in the hearts of 
men an indifference and sense of peace and well- 
being. He counterfeits the work of God, (the tares 
look like wheat when they are growing), and he 
snares the wise and prosperous just as easily as he 
does the ignorant and the poor. 


His Defeat \ 


In his very zeal for victory he connived in his 
own defeat at Calvary; but, until his final destruc- 
tion in the lake of fire he carries on his nefarious 
work, Nevertheless it has been given to man to wage 
a victorious battle against him, for we face him, not 
in our own strength but in the strength and in the 
Name of the eternal Son of God, our Saviour. And 
He has given us the Sword of the Spirit, the Word 
ot God, against which it is impossible for Satan 
to stand. As our Lord used this Sword three times 
in the wilderness, putting the devil to flight, so we 
have this same Sword against which he is power- 
less. That is why he hates God’s Word so bitterly 
and why he has ever sought to discredit it. 


Therefore Stand 


Paul, in Ephesians 6:10-18, tells us just what 
Christians face—‘‘principalities, powers, the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places’’—and he tells us of God’s com- 
plete and absolutely effective armour. 


Let us be strong in the power of God’s “bound- 
less resources.” —L.N.B. 
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Let The Ruling Elders Listen ~ 
To The Ruling Elders 


The Ruling Elder is the glory of the Presbyterian 
church, and the distinctive mark of the Scriptural 
form of Church Government. 


“Let the Elders that rule well be counted worthy of 
double honor, especially they who labor in Word and 
Doctrine.” I Timothy 5:17. In my fifty years or 
more in the active ministry, many of the best friends 
I have ever had, and the finest characters I have ever 


known have been Ruling Elders in the Southern — 


Presbyterian church. 


A great issue is before the Southern Presbyterian 
church in the coming months, and the question 1s 
‘‘to be or not to be” Presbyterian. The Ruling Elders 
in our church can determine this issue for they are 
in the majority in Presbytery and in Synod—about 
four Ruling Elders to three Ministers. At the April 
meeting of Concord Presbytery we had 45 ministers 
and 60 elders. At the July meeting we had present 
30 ministers and 45 elders. The preachers may out 
talk the elders but they can’t out vote them if every 
church is represented. 


We have some Ruling Elders that are well in- 
formed and many who would like to be informed. 


We have some Ruling Elders who can match wits 


and cross swords with all comers in the battle “for 
the faith once delivered unto the saints’. We would 
all do well to listen to these’men. 


We have many Ruling Elders that realize that they 
are called by the Holy Spirit and are the direct rep- 
resentatives of the church in all the courts, and are 


not ready to be shoved aside and accept what is hand- | 


ed down by a bureaucratic form of government at 
the higher levels. They know the difference between 


a government centralized in New York or Philadel- | 


phia that hands down the orders to all the lower 
courts and the churches, as compared to a govern- 
ment that distributes the responsibility to the Synods, 
Presbyteries, and Sessions as exists in our church. 


We have some Ruling Elders, eminent Jurists, ex- 
perienced men, that can inform all of us on the prop. 
erty question. They can tell us what our rights are 
under the law, and they can show us how we can 
trade “our birthright for a mess of pottage;” if we 
want to do that. 


I challenge the Ruling Elders of the Southern 
Presbyterian church to listen to the Ruling Elders 


that are well informed, see that every church is rep- 


resented at Presbytery and Synod, if possible, and 
when the time comes, go to Presbytery, and vote your 
convictions. The majority rules, or should rule, in 
our church and the Ruling Elders are in the majority. 


and should accept their responsibility. 
—J. E. F. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 21 


Try One More Casting 


I fished hard all day. Visited every probable hole. 
Used every plug and bug in my tackle box. The sun 
was setting. I would quit and go home; I was dead 
tired anyhow and supper would taste mighty good. 
With a weary sigh I sat down on the root of a tree 
ro put my tackle in the box. As I picked up my rod 
to disjoint it and remove the reel I noticed one spot 
out there I had overlooked in casting. I hesitated, 
thinking “What's the use? it will only make me that 
much later getting home.” But the fisherman's urge 
prevailed and I said I would make just this one more 
cast and “quit for keeps.” The plug fell fairly close 
to the spot, and—BANG!—he hit it, and hit it hard; 
then three or four minutes of a fisherman’s joy, as 
Mr. Bass “fought his way to Papa.” 
weariness ‘disappeared. The fisherman felt as fresh 
and light-hearted as when he had started our that 
morning, and he didn’t mind a bit if his load walk- 
ing home was three pounds heavier. 


This may remind you of a scene on the shore of 
Galilee, when the disciples had fished all night and 
caught nothing. Just after daybreak a “Stranger” 
called out to them, “Caught anything?” 
swered “NO!” And I imagine there was some im- 
patience in that short reply. When a fisherman has 
fished for many hours and caught nothing he doesn't 
relish a question like that—especially from a strang- 
er. Then the “Stranger” said, “Cast your net on the 
other side of the boat and you will get some.” Doubt- 


less they regarded this as an impertinence from a> 


stranger—or from anyone! What could he tell them 
—experienced fishermen who had known those 
waters all their lives? Besides, how foolish to sug- 
gest that one side of the boat in the open sea could 
be better fishing water than the other! But there 
must have been something in that Voice that impelled 


them to try the other side of the boat—and Behold! 


the net was so full of fishes “they could not draw 
it!” Then John said to Peter: “IT IS THE LORD!” 


Yes, the Master Fisherman does things like that. 
And sometimes when we have tried and tried, and 
tried, and are worn out with the effort, ready to 
quit, it’s a good thing to look up and out of our in- 
sufficiency ; we will surely see the Master Fisherman 
standing close by—and He knows what to do to 
vet results. 


Anglers’ mail brings an experience something like 
that. The hospital is a good place for “fishing.” En- 


forced confinement, a result of accident or sickness, - 


affords patients opportunity for some serious think- 
ing which they might have failed to do in their busy 
life. 


AUGUST 26. 1953 


Suddenly all . 


They an- 


é failure; but just let him “catch one,” 


This comes from a young seminary student. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


I went to the hospital to do personal work. I was 
not in the right spirit, somehow. The day was a 
dreary one and I was tired from studying. But I 
went from room to room, trying as best I could, tell- 


ing patients of the love of God, as shown in the 


Saviour’s death on the cross. All with whom I talked 
claimed that they were already professed Christians. 
Of course it was good to talk with them and they 
seemed to appreciate it, but 1 was disappointed that — 
I found nobody I could actually lead to Christ. Then 
I entered the last room, where a man was lying in> 
bed. I introduced myself to him and told him why 
I was there. He answered with these unforgettable 
words: “I’m glad you came. I’ve been here 30 days 
and no one has come to see me yet. I want someone 
to tell me about God. I've been living this old life 
of sin for 55 years and I'm tired of it. Won't you ~ 
help me?” I was so glad to tell him of God's love, 
and of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ—He who 
is the Way, the Truth and the Life. I asked him if 
he would accept Christ as his Saviour, believe that 
He died to save his soul from sin. I asked him if he 
would place his trust in Christ. He said he would. 
So we had a word of prayer and I gave him four 
Gospel booklets which he gladly received. I left him 
rejoicing ‘in the Lord that his sins had been for- 
given. 


While this was a gracious experience, yet it © 
humbled me. It made me realize anew my calling 
and the work of the Holy Spirit; and I said te my- 
self, This is the saving power of God; it can be 


nothing else. 
—(Name withheld). 


A fisherman may set forth tired: and 
he may be worn down with a sense 
and it is like 

“shot in the arm.” His weariness vanishes, new 
life new energy, and new purpose take possession of 
him and he is ready to go again. ) 


(Comment: 
“out of sorts;” 


A leather-bound copy of the Testament For Fish- 
ers of Men goes by mail to the Seminary Student. 


Let’s have your “experience.” 


Here is an opportunity to get without cost | 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
| promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 


PAGE 5 


ian 

rl 

ind 

Or 

ds 

er 
ern 
lan 

is 
cis 
ut | 
CEs 
ant | 

ul 
in- 
ed. 
its 
for | 
cy 
re | 
d- 
al 
| 
er 
n- 
1s, 
re 

rs 
Ye 

r 
n | | 

= 

| 


LIQUOR 
Teen-Agers And Alcohol 


U.S. Census reveals 2,600,000 teen-agers drunks! 
What would you think if you read such a headline 
in your newspaper? Would you be concerned? If 
not, then there is no point in reading this article. 
[t is written exclusively for those who are con- 
cerned. 


Actually the headline would not read exactly 
as it appears above, but a situation does exist that 
is equally as disturbing. There are four million 
alcoholics in America today. Of these (one million 
women and three million men), 2,600,000 began 
drinking ‘“‘moderately’’ when they were teen-agers! 
Although they and others who drank could not be 
classed as alcoholics when they were the age of 
vour Intermediate boys and girls, their so-called 
temperate drinking eventually over-powered them; 
and today, still relatively young, they agonize in the 
horrible throes of alcohol’s pay-off. 


Why and how did it happen: Is there anything 
you can do to help the situation? Let’s discuss these 
two questions for a moment. It will be well worth 


_your while. 


Why do teen-agers drink? ‘There are several 
answers that can be given to this question. Teen- 
agers do not drink to please themselves; nor do 
they drink if they feel secure within themselves and 
within the crowd. They have little reason to drink 
when they experience the security that comes from 
belonging and being accepted by those whose ap- 
proval they want. 


The following are some of the reasons given why 


young people drink: 


1. Social pressure. 
2. Unhappy home life. 


3. They follow the example of their parents— 


there are 65,000,000 people in the United States 
who drink alcohol in one form or another; in mil- 


lions of United States homes today drinking ts a 


part of the every day life. 


+. ‘They are cavght by the glamour of drink as 


it is advertised. They need to know the facts. 


Now we turn to the second question before us. 


What can you do to help your young people at this 
‘crucial point? 


First and foremost is the necessity for you to 
bring them to a vital experience of fellowship with 


God through Christ. Little else will avail if this 
has not taken place. Through this experience the 
young Christian comes to know real and genuine 
‘spiritual security. 


Assuming for a moment that some of your class 


members are not vet Christian and that you are try- 
‘ing to win them but have not succeeded as yet: 


PAGE 6 


What can you do for them where this problem 07 
alcchol is concerned ? 


First you must come to know them so as to un- 
derstand their need. Find out as much as you can 
about their home life and about their associates. 
Your love and intere-t may be the food and nourish- 
ment for which their very: souls hunges. 


Encourage your young people to develop a Chris- 
tian fellowship in the community that will be a 
demonstration to all that youth can have a good 
time and experience real happiness without the use 
of alcohol. 


(Allied Youth will help the youth of your com- 
munity know the facts about alcohol. An Allied 
Youth Post is a way to develop a happy fellowship 
of teen-age youths with courage to resist alcohol. 
Write to Allied Youth, 1709 M St., N. W., Wash- 


ington 6, D. C., for information. ) 


Remember this — there are millions of young 
people today, some perhaps within your own com- 
munity, who will be the alcoholics of tomorrow. 
You can help prevent it by introducing them to 
Christ and. His way of life. 


THE TITHE > 


(Continuing questions published in. Journal 
issues of August 5-12). 


9. “Under the old law of tithing the government 
taxes were included in the tithe. Ought our modern 
civil taxes likewise be counted as part of the tithe?’ 


In a theocracy all fiscal contributions would neces- 


sarily partake of the nature of what we call “taxes.” 
But in modern governments, where Church and State 
are separate institutions, the tithe that is “Holy unto 
the Lord” is exclusively devoted to sacred uses. 


10. “ls tithing easter for the well-to-do or the 
poor?” 


It is not “easy” for anybody who lacks in love for 
Jesus Christ and in zeal for his cause; but to the 
devout whether rich or poor it is a delight. We pity 
the man who feels it a duty to tithe, but who knows 
nothing of the joy of the Lord. If he is poor he will 
shrink from’reducing a meager fund; if he is affluent 
he will deplore a heavy draft upon resources which 
to him somehow never seem abundant. But the 


Christian who pays the tithe as an act of worship | 
finds in the practice a sense of fellowship with the | 


Lord of heaven and earth that renders him oblivious 
of sacrifice in its attainment. Indeed, he makes no 


sacrifice, but rejoices in an obedience that is better, — 


and that crowns with the benediction of the divine 
approval. To the pious, whether indigent or afflu- 


ent, the holy Sabbath and the holy tithe are priv:- 4 


leges of which neither will be willingly denied. 


The tithe is no experiment as some of these ques- — 
tions seem to imply. In all lands Christian believers © 
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of every name have demonstrated ‘it a present day 
method of financing the Kingdom that is® practi- 
cable, equitable and efficient. Nor is it merely a su- 
perior financial system, pleasing to God and profit- 
able to the church. Its spiritual results commend it 
as a divine institution. Next to prayer itself it is the 
surest means of keeping alive a sense of dependence 
on God. It is a form of Thanksgiving that affords 
the best possible expression of heart gratitude. It 
meets the conditions of a great promise and insures 
abode beneath the open windows of heaven. 
—Layman. 


Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the thirtieth in a series of articles by 


J. V.N. Talmage, B. E.) 


The Place Of The Flood In 
Mesopotamian Archeology 


In parts of the earth distant from the home of 
Noah there is little difficulty in locating the time 
of ‘the Flood of Noah because of various phenomena 
followed by a HIATUS, but when we turn closer to 
the scene of the ark, the story is very different. In 
Mesopotamia the hiatus was short and there were 
no very obvious signs of climatic oscillations. The 
rapid rise of the water as predicated in the Flood ac- 
count and its equally rapid fall left few signs of its 
passing presence on the mounds of those ancient 
cities. Dr. John Bright of Union Theological Sem- 
inary writes that he could find none on the mounds 
he examined, and draws the conclusion there was no 
such Flood in the history of these mounds. One of 
these he mentions in Jericho. However I think it 
would be an exceedingly difficult matter to prove 
that there had Leen no gap between Stratum VIII 
and Stratum VII such as likely to have been caused 
by the Flood, which is the location demanded by 
gyrostatic correlation with other places. (I think it 
would be of interest to the readers of the Journal if 
Dr. Bright would give them his suggestion for an 
alternate dating of the flood. ) 


As the Bible is writtten in an entirely different 
terminology from that found in works on archeology, 
it is difficult to point out in Mesopotamian arche- 
ology the exact location of the Flood in archeological 
sequence. But the Babylonian cuneiform tablets in 
conjunction with the Bible do afford certain clues 
even though they have been much distorted by heath- 
en officials. There is no doubt but that the Flood 
occurred just after the Jemdet Nasr era, and so I 
have become convinced of its place in most mounds. 
However at Asmar, one of the mounds nearest to 
the place of debarkation from the ark, it is exceed- 
ingly difficult to locate the exact level at which the 
Flood occurred. 


One of the principle difficulties that prevents 
archeology from discovering the place of the Flood 
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in chronological sequence is due to the fact that their 
present method is based almost entirely upon a sys- 
tem of cultural comparison. This method is briefly 
as follows:—Pottery and other cultural objects in 
one mound are compared carefully with those of an- 
other for likenesses and differences. If the culture 
of a given level in one mound is found to be similar 
to that of a given layer in a neighboring mound, 
these two given layers in the two mounds are 
temporaneous. Other layers in the two mounds are 
then similarly compared and related. Afterwards 
levels in other mounds are related to these two, and 
so on throughout the area. Then this area is related 
in a general way to other more distant area’. The 
method is good as far as it goes. 


Miss Ann Perkins of the University of Chicago 
has left as her thesis for the doctorate a remarkable 
book called “Comparative Stratigraphy of Early 
Mesopotamia”. She begins with the earliest civiliza- 
tions, which may reach even to the lifetime of 
Adam, and ends her work at the time of the Flood. 
(Of course she does not mention either Adam or the 


Flood, for that is taboo in the University) Why did 


she choose that stopping place? The answer ts easy, 


there is no other natural place to stop, it is the 
boundary between the prehistoric and the predynas- 
tic eras. This is admittedly about_the same time as 
that division we suggested at Jericho. 


The Flood must have left a gap in the sequence 
of the mounds; for they were uninhabited for sev- 
eral centuries, but such gaps do not show up well in 
excavations. : As Dr. A. E. Speiser of the University 
of Pennsylvania shows, such gaps must be demon- 
strated by finding intervening cultures in other 
mounds. Here lies our difficulty; all the mounds 


were left vacant and so the gap of the. Flood cannot 


be checked by present methods of cultural compar- 
ison. To make confusion more confounded, the first 
settlers of the plains, when they came down from 
the highlands several centuries after the flood, dug 
into those ante-diluvian mounds for useful articles 
and even more useful idgas. Consequently the post- 
diluvian cultures had Tfiany similarities to the ante- 
diluvian. Thus those early amateur archeologists 
made the Flood gap even more difficult for the mod- 
ern scholastic culture experts to find. It’s high time 
for a change in methods. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 6 


The Christian’s Use uf Possessions 


Background Scripture: Luke 12:16-23; I 
Timothy 6:1-19. Devotional Keading: Pro- 


verbs 8:10-21. 


The Devotional Reading reminds us that gold and silver are not our only, or best possessions: instruction, 


knowledge, wisdom, are better than gold and silver and precious stones. Solomon had both and was in the posi- 
tion where he could correctly judge between the value of material, or earthly riches, and spiritual, or heavenly 


riches. 


The fear of the Lord, which leads us to hate evil, is the beginning of wisdom. There are two kinds of wis- 


dom, as James tells us; the kind that is earthly, sen- 
sual, devilish; and the wisdom which comes down 
from above which is first pure, then peaceable, gen- 
tle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits; without partiality, andywithout hypocrisy. To 
possess this heavenly wisdom is to be rich; rich in 
character; rich toward God. 


The right sort of wisdom leads to durable riches © 


and honor; to places of influence and power. Daniel, 
one of the “wise men of Babylon’, is a good example 
of this sort of wisdom. It led him to keep himself 
undefiled, and later to a place of great influence and 
power. We know nothing of Daniel's earthly posses- 
sions, except that as premier, he would naturally have 
these, but we know that he had a character that made 
him one of the outstanding men of history. 


This kind of wealth can be taken with us when 
e leave this world; our material possessions will re- 


‘main behind. The right use of these, however, is a 


very important part of our stewardship, and so in our 
lesson today we are to study about The Christian's 
Use of Possessions. in the sense of the material 
wealth with which he may be entrusted. The Bible 
has a good deal to say on this subject. 


Il. The Rich Fool. or The Foolish 
Farmer. Luke 12:16-23. 


This parable was spoken in answer to a request by 
one of the company; Master, speak to my brother, 
that he divide the inheritance with me. Jesus said 


to him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider 
among you? And then, Take heed and beware of 
covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of things which he possesseth. “Abund- 
ance of things” seems to be the predominant idea to- 
. day when we try to estimate a man’s wealth. Does he 
have a big bank account, stocks and bonds, houses 


and lands, automobiles and airplanes? Even in a 


smaller way we look at the modern conveniences in . 
a home and judge a man’s prosperity by a television 
set, or an electric stove or deep freezer. 


“Take heed and beware of covetousness covetous- 


ness, which is idolatry. It is a terrible sin and is illus- 


trated in the parable. This prosperous farmer made 
several tragic mistakes. 
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First, he seems to have forgotten God Who gave 
him all he had. He thought about “My fruits’, “My 
barns’, “My goods’, “My soul”. Paul asks a question 
which might have well been asked by this man: What 


hast thou which thou didst not receive? All that this _ 


man had came from God. He should have been very 


grateful, very thankful, and very mindful of the Giver 


of ali good and perfect gifts. He should have re- 
membered that he was to be a good steward of the 
manifold grace of God. 


Second, he seems to have forgotten that these 


goods were for his use, not simply to store away for : 


his own enjoyment. He forgot all about his obliga- 
tion to use his possessions for the good of his fel- 
low-men. and the glory of God. He was a miser at 
heart. His one thought apparently was self and selt- 
Is. enjoyment. 


His third mistake was in thinking that he could 
teed his soul on these material possessions. Man 
men are trying the same thing today. Our souls need 
different food from what we find in the fields. To 
cat, drink, and be merry, does not satisfy these souls 
of ours. 


When God said, This night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee, we see how poor he really was. He 
leaves all his “goods” to be used by others while he 


himself goes into the presence of his Maker. So ends’ 


the tragic story. 


Suppose he had recognized his obligation to God 
end to others. Suppose he had been a good steward: 


how different would have been the ending of the — 
story! Well done, good and faithful servant; thou |. 


hast been faithful over a few things; I will make thee 


ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of | 


thy Lord. As it is, we have a warning which it would © 
be well for us to remember. 


Il = Paul's Imstructions to 
Timothy: | Tim. 6:1-19 ; 


In this last chapter of | ‘Timothy Paul brings upt 
several different subjects. Since our lesson is on pos: 
sessions, I wish to select those verses which refer « 
this matter. 
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“Supposing that godliness is gain” (godliness is a 
way of gain). There are those who feel that it pays 
t» be good; that God will send prosperity to a good 
man, but will not bless the evil man. We know that 
this is true in the long run, but we also know that 
good men often suffer. This was the mistake that 
caused Job’s three friends to criticize him so severely. 
They argued that since he suffered, he must have 
sinned; that God had taken away all his possessions 
and allowed him to be afflicted in body because 
there was some sin in his life. Godliness is not al- 
ways followed by material prosperity. Many of the 
best people who ever lived have been poor and many 
have been great sufferers also. A man does not make 
money by being good. Godliness is not a “way of 
gain’; if it were then there would be more hypo- 
crites than ever. 


“Godliness with contentment is great gain”: “Let 
us be content”. This in itself is a possession worth 
having. Some who have great wealth do not possess 
it, while others who have little of this world’s goods 
are contented and happy. “Food and raiment” are 
all that we absolutely need in the way of possessions. 
Some of the world’s greatest men had no more. 


Think of John the Baptist; or think of our Lord. 


Himself. The “Simple Life” is in many ways, the 
best life. Happiness does not depend upon an 
“abundance of things’; in fact, a superabundance 
may be the cause of much unhappiness. “The rob- 
bers who come to rob us” may take all these “things”, 
and we will be miserable indeed. | 


“They that will be rich (are minded to) fall into 
temptation and a snare”. To make up our minds to” 


be rich opens the door to temptation; temptation to 


use wrong methods in accumulating riches, and the > 


temptation to horde it selfishly. I knew a man of 
this kind once. He was not a wealthy man, but he 
held on to his little like a leach and allowed his fam- 
ily to suffer. There are others who take advantage 
of their fellowmen in order to make money. The 
devil has an easy time “drowning” such men in de- 


struction and perdition. Let us remember that there 


are men who make money honestly and use it for 
the glory of God and the benefit of others. We can 
call to mind such men in the Bible, and out of the 
Bible. The man who sets his heart on money is, of 
course, an idolater; no man can serve two masters; 
Ye cannot serve God and gbld at the same time. 
Paul is here stating the simple fact that such a course 
leads to ruin. 


“For the love of money is the root of all evil’, (of 
all kinds of evil). Love of money leads men to be- 
tray their country, (we have recently seen this illus- 
trated over and over again), to neglect and abuse 
their families, to cheat and defraud, to engage in 
business like dealing in liquor and dope, to become 
slave-traders, to murder their fellow-men. You can 
trace almost any evil to its source and find that love 
of money is involved somewhere along the way. The 
love of money has even led men to deny the faith. 
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The pope, you remember, thought that this would 
be a good way to silence Martin Luther, but found 
that Luther was not-to be bought. Judas is not the 
only man, however, who betrayed his Master for sil- 


ver or gold. We, as children of God, must flee from — 


all these evils and follow after righteousness, godli- 
ness, faith, love, patience, meekness. We must fight 
the good fight of faith, and part of that fight is 
against covetousness, the love of money. It has been 
the root of much evil in the Church, resulting in 
simony and corrupt practices in raising money. 


“Charge them that are rich in the world, that they 
be not highminded nog trust in uncertain riches”. 
Rich people are frequently proud. Their worldly 
success “goes to their heads’ as we say. Then they 
often feel self-sufficient; they put their trust in their 
wealth, and think, there is “nothing which money 
cannot buy”. They forget, or overlook, the plain fact 
that money can buy none of the best things in life— 
happiness, friendship, character, health, contentment 
etc. We should always remember that it is God Who 
gives us all things richly to enjoy. We should be 
very humble and very grateful to Him. 


“That they do good, that they be rich in good 
works”. How much good can be done with our dol- 


. lars! Many rich people have experienced the joy that 


comes from “doing good”. Those of us who have 
but little money often think, What wonderful things 
I could do, if I just had the money to do it with. 
Perhaps, if we had it, we would not feel the same 
way. Some rich people have renounced their wealth, 
taken vows of poverty, and literally given all they 
had to the poor or to the Church. I think that the 
better way is the way suggested by the Apostle in 
these verses. Accept the responsibility of using our 
wealth, consecrate ourselves and it, to God, and be 
good stewards of our property, and experience the 
joy of doing good. To be rich in good works brings 


a wonderful reward. 


“Laying up for yourselves a good foundation”. We 
like “giltedged” securities and safe investments. He 
that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord. I would 
rather trust the Lord to give me interest on my in- 
vestments than to trust the soundest bank in the 
world. That they may lay hold upon the “life which 


is life indeed”. (R.V.) There is no richer, fuller life 


than to be faithful stewards of our possessions. In 
this way we live a full-rounded life here and now 


_and we also “lay up treasures in heaven”. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
B.A. and B.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. 
Begins September 7, 1953. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Louis C. LaMotte, M.A., Th.D., D.D., President. 

Box 38-W — Maxton, North Carolina. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 6 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


How Build Fellowship 


WORSHIP SERVICE 
Hymn—* My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 


Invocation 

Hymn—" What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 
Announcements 

Scripture—I John 1:1-10 

Prayer Time (Sentence Prayers ) 

Offering 

Hymn—'Blest Be The Tie That Binds” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Certain things are necessary if we are going to 
build a “fellowship” that will be worthwhile. It isn't 
a matter, of simply recruiting numbers, nor is it a 
question of promoting activity withifi a group. 
Christian fellowship is spiritual in character and 
eternal in significance, and must be regarded in this 
light if it is to be established in any group. Too 
many of our young people's. groups are simply social 
gatherings for the purpose of providing some activ- 
ity in connection with the church, or supplying good 
and wholesome recreation which will serve to create 
a favorable attitude toward the church in the minds 
of young people. These things are not unworthy in 
themselves, but as primary in church fellowship they 
are the “good” that is the enemy of the “best”. Let's 
see what Christian fellowship really means, and set a 
standard for our group. 


Speaker 


First of all, lets consider the basis for fellowship. 
Every “building” must have a foundation, and if we 
are to build fellowship we must have a foundation. 
Paul says, “For other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Any Chris- 
tian fellowship must be built upon Christ. Too often 
those who are planning work and programs within 
the church forget that to be pleasing unto God the 
work or program must be Christ-centered. Christ is 
the “author and finisher of our faith,” the source and 
center of our fellowship. John writes, as we read in 
our lesson tonight, ".. . ye also may have fellowship 
with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ.” To have fellowship 
with one another as Christians, we must have fellow- 
ship with Jesus Christ, and in Him, with God the 
Father. Only those who are in Christ can have Chris- 
tian fellowship, for it is “Christ-in” fellowship that 
God recognizes and blesses. When we build our 
fellowship on Jesus Christ, the One who died for our 
sins, and through whom we have forgiveness and 
life eternal, then we have a fellowship that is spir- 
itual in character and eternal in significance. Any 


PAGE 10 


fellowship that leaves out Christ, that is not truly 
Christ centered, is not worthy to be called Christian 
fellowship. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


If Christian fellowship is based solely upon Christ 
and our relationship with one another in Him, then 
certainly we must seek in every gathering to exalt 
and honor the Lord Jesus. He promised to be in the 
midst of every group, however small, that would 
meet in His name, and His promises cannot fail. But 
let's consider another stage in the process of build- 
ing fellowship as our next speaker presents it to us. 


Second Speaker 


We've seen clearly that the foundation for fellow- 
ship is Christ, but what of the building itself? How 
can we build upon this foundation? We are not so 
much concerned with the “material” at present, but 
with the fellowship that binds us together as be- 
lievers in Christ. In Acts, chapter two, there is the 
account of early Christian fellowship enjoyed by the 
followers of our Lord: “And when the day of Pente- 
cost was fully come, they were all with one accord 
in one place . . . And they continued stedfastly in 
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in break- 
ing of bread, and in prayers.’ As they were gath- 
ered together in the name of the Lord Jesus, await- 
ing “the promise of the Father,’ the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, God by His Spirit made them one. And 
thus they continued “in the unity of the Spirit, and 
in the bond of peace.” They gathered to fellowship 


_around the Word of God, as they studied to show 


themselves approved of Him. They gathered to 
break bread as they shared the sacrament of the 


‘Lord's Supper in a fellowship of love. They met to 


pray, and in the fellowship of prayer drew near to 
God and to one another in Him. Then they went 
out from house to house to share with others the 
unsearchable riches of God's grace in Christ. In 
other words, their fellowship was built on Christ 
through the Word, the Lord’s Supper, “prayer and 
supplication,” and faithful witnessing for the Lord. 
Surely a fellowship based on Christ, and developed 
along these lines will be a fellowship that is spiritual 
in character and eternal in significance. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Perhaps if we would seriously consider what is in- 
volved in Christian fellowship, realizing that it is of 
vital significance, we would get away from the mod- 
ern idea that your youth groups are just to promote 
fun and activity, and would get down to business 
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for the Lord. We should “give of our best to ,the 
Master; give Him the strength of our youth.” “Much 
could be accomplished through our P.Y.F. if such 
were to be our aim. Let's see some of the blessings 
of such a fellowship. 


Third Speaker 
Out of a fellowship built on Christ, and built 


through the Word, the Lord’s Supper, prayer, and | 


faithful witnessing, much blessing will inevitably 
come. The Lord will strengthen the ties that bind, 
and will add to the number who make up the fel- 
lowship. “And they,” the disciples, “continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
from house to house, did eat ‘their meat with glad- 
ness and singleness of heart, praising God, and hav- 
ing favour with all the people. And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saved.” If we 
are faithful to the Lord’ in our youth fellowship, and 
“walk in the light’ as God gives it in His word, 
witnessing unto others of His saving grace and 
power by the life and fellowship of love to which 
we are called in Him, others will be won to the Lord 
and to our group. If we build on Christ (1 Cor. 
3:11), walk in Christ (Col. 2:6), witness of Christ 
(Acts 1:8), and fellowship with Christ (I John 
1:3), then we'll know what it means to rejoice in 
the Lord and to bring others to fellowship with us 
in Him. We won't need to go out and “draft” other 
young people for our group; but we'll draw them as 
we lift up Christ and seek to honor Him. And too, 
our own hearts will be refreshed and blessed, and 
it will be said of us as of His followers of old, 

. and they did eat their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart, praising God, and having favour 
with all the people.” We too, will be “filled with 
joy and with the Holy Ghost.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Our socials have not met our need; our promo- 
tions have fallen short of what we desired; and in 
spite of our plans and programs, most of our groups 
have not really grown in numbers or in grace. Why 
wouldn't it be a good idea to try God's plan, and 
build our fellowship on Christ, with more time 
given to the study of God's Word, more time spent 
in earnest prayer, and more zealous witnessing for 
Christ to others of our age and interests. “Except the 
Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build 
it.’ Only that which God builds will be spiritual in 
character and eternal in significance. ~* 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING 
TO THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
} By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, $2.50: 


per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, postpaid. § 
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Women’s Work 


Healing Waters 


Read carefully I] Kings, Chapter 5: “Are not 
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel ... So he turned and went 
away in a rage.” (II Kings 5:12). | 


‘These words expressed the indignation of Naa- 
man, a distinguished officer in the Syrian Army. 
Though a gallant soldier, he was a blustering swash- 
buckler who had been spoiled by the adulation of 
the king and the royal court. Naaman’s glory was 
somewhat bedimmed however when it was discover- 
ed that he had become a victim of leprosy, a disease 
beyond the healing power of any medicine of his day 
and country. 


Learning from a Jewish slave girl in his own 
house that the Prophet Elisha in far-away Israel 
could cure his ghastly malady, the lordly Naaman 
took a hurried journey thitherward. He would im- 


press the prophet with his importance by traveling © 


in great state, accompanied by his official staff. Ar- 
riving in Palestine and upon inquiry, he was direct- 
ed to the lowly dwelling of an apparently obscure 
peasant, Elisha by name. The illustrious applicant’s 
chagrin was increased beyond the limit of his pati- 
ence by the conduct of Elisha, the supposed master 
of the disease that had baffled the physicians of his 
own land. Instead of treating his pompous visitor 
with obsequious deference, the prophet simply sent 
word to him to go to the River Jordan and wash 
his body therein. Such bluntness in dealing with so 
important a person brought forth the above-quoted 
reply. Only after the sympathetic exhortation of his 
courtiers did the mighty Naaman condescend to 
obey the prophet’s order. Having at least brains 
enough to take some wholesome advice he found the 
desired remedy, and later even went so far as to con- 
fess that Jehovah, the God of Israel’s prophet, would 
thereafter be his God. 


What inferences of constructive value can we 


draw from that ancient incident? One is that in 
dire human emergency God alone is able to meet 


human need. ‘To whom shall we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal life.” Another is that arro- 
gancy gains no access to the God of infinite power 
and mercy. “Blessed are the poor in spirit; for 
their’s is the kingdom of heaven.’ Pride of intellect, 
or of social position, or of earthly possessions, is an 
invariable block across the road that leads to eternal 
life. In the eyes of the Creator, superiority is meas- 
ured by the quality of one’s heart, and not by cir- 
cumstances, however glamorous they may be. The 
Elishas always tower above the Naamans. And yet 
another inference is that there is no inherent power 
either in the sparkling streams of Syria or in the 
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muddy Jordan, but in the willingness on the part of 
any repentant person to give implicit obedience to 


the reyealed will of God. | 


The crowning mission of all prophets, both an- 
cient and modern, was, and is, to prove the futility 
of every type of human effort that is undertaken 
without one’s complete surrender to the will of Him 
who saidt “Without me ye can do nothing.” 


Reader, remember: To submit your will to God’s 
will, and so to make His will your own, is the 
highest form of self-determination, and therefore 
the most important step towards the formation of a 
character that is free; in fact it is the road, and the 
only road to freedom. The. experience of Naaman is 
a case in point. Valiant soldier that he was, he did 
not learn the meaning of life until his impact with 
a prophet of God. —From “Under The Study 
Lamp,” by William Crowe. 


Church News 


Dallas Presbytery 


Fulfilling a dream of many years and spurred on 
by the impetus of the recent Negro Work Campaign, 
the Presbytery of Dallas has taken definite steps 
toward the establishing of a Negro church in the 
city of Dallas. 


The most important step. has been successfully 
completed in the securing of a pastor—The Rev. 
Wilson Duke Richardson. A native of Texas and a 
graduate of the Reformed Seminary in Holland, 
Michigan, Mr. Richardson comes from a successful 
pastorate of The First Reformed Church in St. Anne, 
Illinois. He and Mrs. Richardson and their young 
son Rickey, plan to arrive in Dallas about Septem- 
ber 15. 


‘The Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dallas 
—a layman’s organization—has recently purchased a 
one and one half acre tract of land at Carpenter and 
Meadow Streets in South Dallas and has voted the 
erection of a Negro church as one of their regular 
extension projects. This means that as soon as a 
congregation is ready for organization this commit- 
tee will advance a considerable sum of money for the 
erection of the first unit of their building. This 
project will be developed on exactly the same plan 
as that followed by the Dallas Committee in the 
recent organization of six new white churches. That 
plan essentially is: 


|. Find a promising section in need of a church. 
2. Purchase a suitable site. 


3. Secure a strong pastor. Presbytery’s Committee 
on Church Extension assumes responsibility for the 
employing of a minister. 
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4. Give substantial aid in the erection of a build- 
ing. 

Texas, thus far, has only two Negro churches—at 
Houston and Beaumont. We understand that Long- 
view has a building and that Ft. Worth has pur- 
chased a lot and employed a minister. 


Bullock Creek Church 
Dedication 


On Sunday, August 2nd, Bullock Creek Church, 
near Sharon, S. C., dedicated the handsome new 
church building recently completed. Rev. Edward 
K. Lilly, D. D., pastor First Church, Charleston, 
S. C., preached the dedicatory sermon. The prayer 
of consecration was made by the pastor, Rev. Tilden 
Scherer, D. D. A large crowd was in attendance 
and more than 300 visitors signed the guest book. 
Through the efforts of the congregation, led by the 
Building Committee, the church has been paid for 
while being built. By doing most of the work them- 
selves and getting much of the material at cost, the 
building was erected and completed for approxi- 


mately $20,000.00 which is less than half what it 


would have cost if done by contract. my 


Bullock Creek is one of the oldest churches in 
York County. 


Pritchard Receives Gift Of Car 
(See Picture Front Cover) 


MonTREAtT—Fellow ministers and laymen of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. $S., August 7 honored Dr. 
Claude H. Pritchard of Atlanta, Ga., for nearly 
two decades of service as secretary of various phases 
of Home Missions for the church. 


In a surprise presentation of a new Chevrolet 
to Dr. Pritchard, as a gift from his friends, Rev. 
Robert H. Walkup of Starkville, Miss., said, “You 
represent to all of us the living embodiment of the 
spirit of home missions.”’ 


Walkup, who is president of the church’s Home 
Missions Association, came to the platform of An- 
derson Auditorium at the end of the noon confer- 
ence hour of the annual church extension confer- 
ence, and gave the keys and title for the car to the 
veteran secretary. 


The audience attending the conference joined 
in the tribute to Dr. Pritchard by standing and 
singing the Doxology. Many of them also joined 
Dr. Pritchard in inspecting his present, which was 
waiting for him on the lawn just outside the audi- 
torium door. 


Dr. Pritchard is just beginning his twentieth year 
in home missions work, having begun as educational 
secretary of the General Assembly’s Home Mission 
Committee almost two decades ago. In 1944 he 
became executive secretary of the Committee, and 
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continued on, after re-organization of the church 
agencies, as secretary of the Division of Missions, 
Board of Church Extension. He is a graduate of 
VPI and Union Theological Seminary, Richmond. 
He held pastorates at Bream Memorial Church, 
Charleston, W. Va.; Lydia Robson Memorial 
Church, also of Charleston; and Oakhurst Church 
of 7 Gja., before taking up the home mission 
work, 


BOOKS 


“Presbyterian Polity 
and Procedures” 


P. J. Garrison, Jr., John Knox Press, Box 1176, 
Richmond 9, Va. Price $3.00. : 


For the past two years Rev. P. J. Garrison, Jr., as- 
sistant stated clerk of our General Assembly, has 
been preparing a revised Handbook on the Policy 
of our Church. In the preparation of his manuscript 
Mr. Garrison has studied the opinions and deliver- 
ances of the General Assembly from 1861 up to 
1952. He states that the main thrust of this volume 
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is “to provide authoritative answers to questions that 


have arisen in the past and may arise again concern-— 


ing the government of the Church. It is designed 
to cover all spheres of jurisdiction in each of the 
courts of the Church and even beyond that, for in 
considering ~the Congregation and Congregational 
Meetings, it is to be remembered that this is not one 
of the courts of the Church. My approach to the 
work -rested upon one basic assumption: that those 
who consulted do so, having accepted the Presby- 
tertan Form of Government as set forth in the Book 
of Church Order. There is therefore no attempt to 
iustification for, nor defense of, the Form of Gov- 
ernment. 


The subject matter in this volume has been ar- 
ranged according to topics and the author brings to- 
gether all matters relating to the topic under con- 
sideration. | | 


Mr. Garrison had as associates in the preparation 
_of this volume a number of men who are specialists 
in their own fields. Dr. E. C. Scott, the stated clerk 
of the General Assembly, prepared the chapter on 
“Church Property”. Mr. R. Graham White wrote 
the one on “Ecclesiastical Commissions’. Dr. James 
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G. Patton, Jr., has provided an excellent chapter on 
“Financing the Local Church’. 


The first chapter deals with the organizational 
structure of the Southern Presbyterian Church and 
presents “The Plan Of Re-organization” adopted by 
the 1949 General Assembly. Although this chapter 
does not treat exhaustively the entire re-organization 
plan, it does give the highlights and cardinal fea- 


tures nOW in Operation. 


“Church Members and Membership” is the topic 
of chapter two. Here the author sets forth the con- 
stituency of the church and the proper reception of 
members. The types of membership in the church 
are also outlined. 


“Congregations and Congregational Meetings’ are 
discussed in chapter three. The author reminds the 
congregations that an incorporated church must con- 
duct its congregational meetings according to the 
provisions of the civil court. He writes, “The char- 
ter of incorporation as granted by the state must, of 
course, be in keeping with the laws of the state in 
which the church is located. Having been incorpo- 
rated, all the communing members of the church are 
regarded as members of the corporation.” The latter 


~ part of this chapter outlines procedures in a congre- 
* gational meeting called for the purpose of electing 


pastor. 


One of the most interesting chapters is entitled 
“Church Officers”. Valuable information is found 
in this section relating to the limited term plan for 
church officers which is popularly called “the rotary 
plan.” It is pointed out that the churches reporting 
the use of the rotary system in 1949 constituted ap- 
proximately 16 per cent of the total churches or 578 
of the 3,602. Questions and answers are given con- 
cerning the plan. For example, one relates to the 
status of an inactive elder. The question is, “Can an 
elder who has retired under the limited term system 
serve’as Clerk of Session? Can he attend the Session 
meetings, record the minutes, or do other duties con- 
nected with his office without having the vote? Or 
in case the regular Clerk of the Session is retired for 
a year under the limited term system, shall the 
Session proceed to elect a new Clerk of the Session 
from among the acti... elders?” The answer given 
is “In view of the provision of the Book of Church 
Order the elders who have been retired from active 
service shall be entitled to represent their church in 
the higher courts. When appointed by the Session 
or by Presbytery, it seems to me that it would not 
be at all improper for the Session to elect as Clerk 
a ruling elder who has been retired. His duties would 
consist in recording the minutes together with other 
duties which are connected with this work but with 
the very definite urderstanding that he would have 
no voice in discussion or in voting. His relationship 
to the Session would be that which I sustained at the 
General Assembly as Stated Clerk and that I have 
no voice in the discussion of the body.” 


Some practical advice is given concerning the 
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changing over to the limited term plan. Here it 1s 
stated “When a church prefers to retain its present 
officers as the limited term system goes into effect, 
the election is simply for the purpose of dividing 
the officers into the necessary classes together with 
the election of such new officers as might be re- 
quired to comply with the plan adopted by the con- 
gregation. In some cases the congregation prefers 
an entirely new election. In such cases all officers 
present their resignations to the congregation. The 
congregation, in accepting these resignations, votes 
to declare all offices vacant. The next order would 
be to elect the specified number of elders and dea- 
cons in each class. Of course, those who are officers 
under the old plan would be eligible for election 
under the new plan.” 


_ In the chapter prepared by Dr. E. C. Scott on 
“Ownership of Church Property” he correctly states, 
“There is no question in our Church about which 
there is more disagreement. Two utterly diverse 
views are held. One view represents the member- 
ship of the local congregation as owning absolutely 
the property it occupies. The other view contends 
the local congregation owns its property only so long 
as it is used as a Presbyterian Church and that it can- 
not be alienated from the Presbyterian denomina- 


tion.” 


Like all wise men, Dr. Scott does not draw any 
rash conclusions on this subject. He writes, “Since 
this paper is designed to be purely factual, no at- 
tempt has been made to present the arguments on 
either side of the controversy.’ 


There is a valuable appendix on “Parliamentary 
Rules and Procedures”. Rules of order enforced in 
the General Assembly are enumerated, 'most-used 
parliamentary procedures outlined, ‘and motions most 
likely to be used most often are set forth. 


Mr. Garrison and his collaborators have produced 
an excellent volume for ready reference in the courts 
of our church. The work is thorough, lucid, and 
practical. This volume should be tremendous help 
in teaching classes that have to do with the training 
of officers. It is a good work to have in every church 
library, | —John R. Richardson. 
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“Types Of Apologetic Systems” 


By Bernard Ramm, Van Kampen Press. Price _ 


$3.00. 


One of the: fundamental presuppositions of the 
author of this volume is that Apologetics must play 
a larger role in theological education and in the 
practical task of the church. This book is written 
to whet the Christian’s appetite for more Apologet- 
ics. It approaches the subject by introducing dis- 
tinct schools of apologetic theory. 


Dr. Ramm indicates that Apologetics can be 


summarized under three main heads. The first are 


those systems stressing subjective immediacy. Repre- 
sentatives of this school of thought are Blaise Pas- 
cal, Soren Kierkegaard and Emil Brunner. The 
second school represents systems stressing natural 
theology. Thomas Aquinas, Joseph Butler, and F. 
R. Tennant are the exponents of this school. The 
third part outlines ststems stressing revelation. The 
author presents Augustine, Cornelius Van Til, and 
Edward John Carnell as typical leaders in this 
school of apologetic thought. The author has sought 
to be fair and accurate rather than critical in pre- 
senting the interpretations of each writer. He re- 
marks, “The backbone of each chapter is the writ- 
ings of the men themselves and where possible to 
supplement with judgments from competent schol- 
arly works of other men.”’ 


Positive apologetics deals with the greatest ten- 
sion of mind a Christian can face: ‘in the full 
sense of the word true, is Christianity true?”. The 
author quotes Emil Brunner to the effect that apol- 
ogetics is fundamencal problem of all theology.” 
We concur in this view. Why study theology if the 
material@of theology is spurious? Why practice 
homiletics if the message preached is false? The 


author therefore is correct in saying, “The truth- 


fulness of the Christian religion is the question that 
must be answered.” 


It is well for Christians to know that Christian 
faith is evidential. On this peint D1, Ramm writes, 
“If asked if we have evidence: for our faith we 
must say, ves. We have the evidence of personal en- 
counter, the evidence of Divine disclosure, the evi- 
dence of the Word of God, the evidence that arises 
trom personal decision. In the final analysis, the 
verification of Christianity is the peculiar quality, 
the uniqueness, the irreducibility, the transforming 
inwardness of the act of faith.” 


One of the most satisfying chapters in this volume 
deals with the apologetics so ably set forth in our 


day by Dr. Cornelius Van Til of Westminster The- 


- ological Seminary. The author writes, “Van Til has 


made a sustained effort to have an apologetic system 
that grows naturally out of the Reformed system of 
Theology. The god-father of the system is certainly 
John Calvin, although he admits that Augustine was 
the first Christian theolo,sian to try to work out 
a Christian metaphysics and epistomology. Its more 
immediate apologetic relatives are the great Dutch 
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thinkers as Kuyper and Bavnick and such outstand- 
ing American Calvinists as Hodge and Warfield. 
He had great sympathy with the Calvinistic philos- 
ophy as recently developed at the Free University 
of Amsterdam by Vollenhaven and Dooyeweerd.” 


Dr. Van Til defends a system that is to his mind 
completely Christian, He does not rule philosophy 
out as a fideist would but insists that ‘Christian 
theistic philosophy is the only possible philosophy. 
All other philosophies are man-made so that even 
philosophies that are outspokenly irrationalisms are 
still rationalisms in that man is the measure of truth 
in them and not God. Van Til agrees with Bavnick 
and Kuyper that we must first have our system of 
theistic truth and then defend it. His basis is that 
systematic theology is at the center and apologetics 
is at the periphery. Van Til states, “The best 
apologetic defense will invariably be made by him 
who knows the system of truth of Scripture best.” 


Dr. Ramm comes to the heart of Van Til’s sys- 
tem of apologetics when he writes, “Reformed the- 
ology has its doctrine of faith and reason in line 
with Calvin. It believes Christianity to be reason- 
able but it refuses to isolate reason from Christian- 
itv. We must go to Christianity to get information 
about reason as well as other things. We note the 
origin of reason in the creation of man, its defection 
in the fall, its restoration in regeneration. We do 
not postulate a reason divorced from what the 
Bible says about reason as do the Catholic and 
Arminian apologists. Only with the Bible doctrine 
of reason can the reasoning of the non-Christian be 


challenged.” 


Such books as this volume under review consti-— 


tute one of the most encouraging features of our 
day. Apologetics has had a long and ardent history 
in the Christian church. There have been some, 
however, in recent years who have ridiculed this 
subject and others have been noted for their ten- 
dency to ignore it, but Apologetics is coming back 
into its own, and for this we should be thankful. 
C. S. Lewis has certainly done a great deal to revive 
this subject and cause it to enjoy new life in our 
day. Dr. Ramm has made a fine contribution through 
this work. He is one of the younger Christian evan- 
gelicals of our country who is scholarly, sane, and 
fair. We are happy to commend his recent volume 
and to bespeak for it a wide reading. 


—John R. Richardson. 


“The Faith—A Symposium 
Of Bible Doctrine” 


Edited by F. A. Tatford, Fleming H. Revell 
Publishing Co. Price $5.00. 


This symposium is not intended to supersede any 
of the standard works on dogmatic or systematic 
theology nor to act as a substitute for the more 
technica! treatise needed by the theological student. 
Its object is rather to provide a simple restatement 
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